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Modern Language Association (MLA) is the documentation style used in the humanities discipline (history, languages, literature, philosophy, art, music, theater).
Basics of citing sources using MLA
· Document sources within (parenthetical documentation or in-text citations) and the end (titled “Works Cited”)
· Include all sources quoted from, paraphrased, or summarized 
· Indent 2nd and all other lines 5 spaces (1/2 inch)
· Double space all lines
· Alphabetize by author’s last name or by title’s first significant word if no author is given.  (Disregard A, An, The)
· Use full name given unless initials are given
· Capitalize all major words and first and last words and subtitles.  Don’t capitalize articles, prepositions, coordinating conjunctions, or to in infinitives within title
· Publication date: Day Month Year
· Abbreviate all months by 1st 3 letters: Jan.  Dec.  except Sept. (4 letters); Do not abbreviate May, June, July.
· URL’s 
· must be included for online sources enclosed in <angle brackets>
· after access date & before period at end of entry
· remove hyperlink format under “Insert” menu if program changes URL color
· use site’s main page URL if address is complicated

Citation examples
Newspapers (or News Site)
Print
Dejka, Joe. “A Great Day for the Greatest Generation.” Omaha World-Herald. 13 Nov. 2001, Nebraska        
     Edition: B1.
Online 
If article is signed, begin with the author’s name, last name first; otherwise, begin with title.
“Remnant of Revolutionary War Washes Ashore.” CNN.com 28 Mar. 2005. 29 Mar. 2005      
    < http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/science/03/28/great.bridge.ap/index.html>.
Wilson, Janet. “EPA Fights Waste Site near River.” Los Angeles Times 5 Mar. 2005. 7 Mar. 2005 
     <http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-me-moab05.html>.
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